FACT SHEET: Normandy Landings

The Normandy Landings, codenamed Operation Neptune, supported Operation
Overlord and paved the way for the lIberation of Eurcpe. The Allies selected
Mormandy as the landing site for the invasion because it provided the best access
to France's interior. Initially planned for May 1944, the invasion was delayed until
June due to a lack of landing craft. Weather conditions almost caused another
delay, but Commander of the Supreme Headguarters Allied Expeditionary Force
General Dwight Eisenhower made the decision to proceed as planned.

The assault began shortly after midnight on June 6, 1944, with an air
bombardment consisting of more than 2,200 allied bombers attacking targets
along the coast and inland, Clouds hindered the air strikes, however, and the
coastal bombing at Omaha Beach was particularly ineffective. More than 24,000
American, British, and Canadian zirborne assault troops and 1,200 aircraft
followed the air bombardment. At 1:30 a.m. the 107st (U.5.) Airborne Division
began landing behind Utah beach to secure the exits from the beach, and the 82d
(U.5.) Airborne Division began landing at 2:30 a.m. to secure bridges on the right
flank of the beachhead. Thick cloud cover also hindered the air insertion, and
many of the units missed their landing zones, often by miles. On the coastiine, the
second phase began at 5:30 a.m. as forces when six Allied divisions and numerous
small units began landing on five beaches, The Allies landed more than 160,000
troops at Normandy, of which 73,000 were American. There were alsa 83,115
British and Canadian forces whe landed an Gold, Juno, and Sword beaches.

By the end of the first day, none of the assault forces had secured their first-day
objectives. Allied casualties on June & have been estimated at 10,000 killed,
wounded, and missing in action: 6,603 Americans, 2,700 British, and 946
Canadians. Over the following days the Allies gradually expanded their tenuous
foothold. When a falled German counterattack on August 8 resulted in more than
50,000 German troops being encircled by Allied forces near the town of Falaise,
the tide turned, and the Allies broke out of Normandy on August 15. Once out of
Normandy, Allied forces advanced quickly and liberated Paris on August 25.



German forces retreated across the Seine five days later, marking the end of
Operation Overford.

The cost of the Normandy campaign was high on both sides. From D-day through
August 21, the Allies landed more than two million men in northern France and
suffered more than 226,386 casualties: 72,911 killed/missing and 153,475
wounded. German lesses included over 240,000 casualties and 200,000
captured. Between 13,000 and 20,000 French civilians dled, and many more were

seriously wounded.

A can Cem d Memorial

The Normandy American Cemetery is the rasting place for 9,387 Americans, most
of whom gave their lives during the landing operations and in the esta blishment of
the beachhead. The names of 1,557 soldiers are inscribed on tablets in the
cemetery's Garden of the Missing. They came from all 50 states and the District
of Columbia. The remains of approximately 14,000 others eriginally buried in this
region were returned home at the request of their next of kin. A father and his son
are buried here, side by side, and In 33 instances two brothers rest side by side.
The headstones are of white ltalian marble -- a Star of David for those of Jewish
faith and a Latin Cross for all others. The permanent cemetery is located on land
France granted to the United States in perpetuity, on the site of the temporary
Am?chan cemetery established June 8, 1944, |tis one of 14 permanent World
War |l military CEP'I"I'EfEr'i'ES constructed on foreign soll by the American BEtﬂE
Monuments Commission, an independent U.5. federal agency that commemorates
the service, sacrifice, and achievements of the U.S. Armed Forces.

The memorial consists of a semi-circular colonnade with a loggia at each end. On
the platform Immediately west of the colonnade is sculptor Donald De Lue's 22-
foot bronze statue, “The Spirit of American Youth Rising from the Waves,” a tribute
to those who gave their lives in these operations. Around Its base Is the
inscription, “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the Lord." The floor
of the memorial's open area is set with pebbles taken from the invasion beach

Did you know that 2024 is the 80" Anniversary of

D-Day (June 6, 1944)
Anin Nicki nn this memorable tour !



